Sustainable Tring response to Nora Grace Hall landscaping

In accordance with Tring Town Council’s Biodiversity Policy (March 2025) they aim to: ‘manage
its land and property using environmentally practices that will protect biodiversity’. The Council
also states they will ‘consider the conservation and promotion of local biodiversity with the
regard to the management of its open spaces’.

Sustainable Tring supports these endeavours and makes the following suggestions to the
plan proposed by Colin Chambers, having read the report on the state of the landscape in the

area surrounding Nora Grace Hall and of the trees in particular:

e Surrounding trees:

o Al trees surrounding the Hall are described to be in good condition and they
should mostly stay.

o We support the idea of removal of G006 (Leyland Cypress) situated on the north
and east side of the car parking area which are affected by chlorosis and are
overgrown, affecting the amount of light that gets into the Hall and opening up a
view to G014 trees. The original function of GO06 was screening of the carpark;
however, the size has surpassed its function making the area very dark.
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o Anew planting scheme to be designed against an agreed outcome but to contain
much more native material in substitution to G006.

o G011, Western Red Cedar could be reduced in height by approximately 4 metres
and the sides trimmed. Western Red Cedar are 1 of only 2 conifers that respond
quite well to pruning. This would provide more light through to the adjacent play
area.

Sustainable Tring also suggests:

e Pond creation in the area at the front to retain the runoff water coming from the slope
where the Hall is to increase flood resilience and biodiversity in the area. We also
suggest small platform that goes over the edge of the pond.

e Further landscaping at the front (yellow in the image above): using with native
vegetation and a low maintenance design. This could be done by volunteers in Tring as
a community project?

¢ [Installation of rainwater harvesting system in the Hall. Rainwater harvesting is the
collection and storage of rainwater, rather than allowing it to run off. Rainwater is
collected from a roof-like surface and redirected to a tank, cistern, deep pit, aquifer, or
a reservoir with percolation, so that it seeps down and restores the ground water. Its
uses include watering gardens, livestock, irrigation, domestic use with proper
treatment, and domestic heating. The harvested water can also be used for long-term
storage or groundwater recharge.
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